
                                            LOCAL LAW NO.      ___- 2005
  A LOCAL LAW amending Chapter 193 of the Laws of Westchester County in order to expand the list of powers and duties of the Department of Emergency Services to include a provision to establish, maintain and supervise specialized teams in accordance with New York General Municipal Law §209-bb as may be amended from time to time.

               BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Legislators of the County of Westchester as follows:


   Section 1.  Section 193.02 of the Laws of Westchester County is hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 193.02.  Powers and duties of the department.

The Department of Emergency Services shall:

1.   Develop and maintain programs for emergency medical services training and certification, emergency medical services-related activities and mutual aid emergencies in which the services of emergency medical service providers would be used;

2.   Develop and maintain programs for fire training and certification, fire service-related   activities and mutual aid in cases of fire and other emergencies in which the services of firemen would be used;

3.   Cooperate with the office of fire prevention and control and other state agencies in furthering such fire related and emergency medical service programs;

4.   Coordinate radio communications and develop uniform procedures for dispatching for both fire and emergency medical services, including medical telemetry and control, between hospitals and ambulances by medical emergency radio system; ambulance dispatching, inspection and certification;

5.   Provide direct dispatch for those municipalities that enter into an inter-municipal agreement with the county for those services;
6.   Develop and maintain a county disaster preparedness plan, in accordance with Article 2-b of the Executive Law, for the coordination of emergency services in the event of natural or other disaster or emergency;

7.    Assist with the powers and duties of the County Executive in his capacity as the county's local director of civil defense under the New York State Defense Emergency Act, as codified in chapter 784 of the laws of 1951, as amended;

8.    Coordinate the provision of disaster and emergency assistance by local disaster preparedness and civil defense forces in the event of a state of emergency or disaster within the county;

9.    Provide a hazardous materials response unit; 
10.  Establish, maintain and supervise specialized teams, such as technical rescue and weapons of mass destruction-chemical-biological-radiological-nuclear-explosive (WMD-CBRNE) response in accordance with New York General Municipal Law §209-bb, as may be amended from time to time. The specialized teams shall be under the direction of the Commissioner of the Department of Emergency Services or his authorized designee (hereinafter the “Commissioner”). As a prerequisite of membership on a specialized team, each member shall obtain from his or her sponsoring municipality or sponsoring organization a written authorization of the municipality or organization expressly extending said municipality’s or organization’s insurance coverage to the member while that member is participating in the activities of the specialized team that complies with General Municipal Law §209-bb(3). The Commissioner shall appoint an oversight committee whose membership shall be representative of the emergency services agencies, organizations and associations. The Commissioner and the oversight committee shall work with the specialized teams to establish the policies and procedures, including but not limited to, officer hierarchy, by-laws, training and budgets. The Commissioner shall have approval of all aspects of operation of the specialized teams; and

11. Perform such other duties as may be prescribed by law or required by the County Executive or the County Board of Legislators.

(2.  This Local Law shall take effect immediately.


