Resolution in Support 

of the 

New York State “Fair Share for Healthcare” Act (A10583, S7090)

WHEREAS the growing number of individuals and families without health insurance is one of the greatest crises facing New York State;

WHEREAS the rising cost of public health programs, especially Medicaid, is a great strain on the finances of state and county government, and a major cause of the growing property-tax burden;

WHEREAS nearly three million New Yorkers lack any health insurance, and many more have inadequate insurance that fails to cover vital services and leaves them unable to pay their medical bills;

WHEREAS the great majority of New York’s uninsured are employed or are the dependents of workers;

WHEREAS nearly half a million recipients of Medicaid or other public health programs are employed, and nearly one million are the dependents of workers;

WHEREAS the employers of both the uninsured and Medicaid recipients are often large, profitable businesses;

WHEREAS it is rightly the responsibility of these businesses and not the general public to pay for health benefits for these workers;

WHEREAS employers that fail to provide health insurance not only deny their workers needed care, but impose great costs on the public;

WHEREAS care for the uninsured is a major driver of rising insurance premiums, adding $233 to the cost of individual coverage and $640 to the cost of family coverage according to one recent study;

WHEREAS Wal-Mart alone has an estimated 3,000 workers (plus their dependents) enrolled in public health programs, costing taxpayers more than $20 million, and 10,000 workers with no insurance, costing the public another $10-15 million;

WHEREAS the failure of businesses such as Wal-Mart to provide adequate health benefits creates competitive pressure on other businesses to reduce benefits, undermining our system of employer-sponsored healthcare;

WHEREAS it is impossible to bring government expenditures on healthcare under control as long as these businesses continue to shift their costs to the public;

WHEREAS most large businesses in New York do provide decent health coverage for their employers, proving that it is economically feasible to do so;

WHEREAS New York businesses are paying higher taxes and insurance premium because of the failure of giant, national corporations to provide adequate health benefits;

WHEREAS businesses that do the right thing and provide insurance to their employees should not be penalized by being forced to subsidize healthcare for workers at businesses that fail to provide it;

WHEREAS it is a fundamental American principle that working people are entitled to a living wage that is sufficient for the necessities of life, including healthcare;

WHEREAS New York State has both the legal authority and the moral responsibility to demand that large businesses do their fair share to pay for health coverage for their employees;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Westchester County Legislature endorses the “Fair Share for Healthcare” proposal, which would require large employers in New York State to pay the full cost of health benefits for their employees;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that  the Westchester County Legislature calls on both houses of the state legislature to pass this bill in the 2006 legislative session, and on the Governor to sign it;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon adoption of this resolution copies will be forwarded to all members of the state legislature.

