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Proudly Serving the 3rd District
MICHAEL J. SMITH

Michael J. Smith
District 3 ~ Mount Pleasant, Pleasantville, North Castle, Valhalla, 

Hawthorne, Thornwood, Sleepy Hollow, Briarcliff Manor and Greenburgh

IMPORTANT LINKS     
Stay in touch with me via social media:  
www.westchesterlegislators.com/district-3
Watch meetings live or on-demand at: 
westchestercountyny.IQM2.com
Up-to-date schedules at: 
www.westchesterlegislators.com/calendars
Subscribe for periodic District 3 email updates: 
www.westchesterlegislators.com/subscribe-to-updates

Please share your concerns and 
suggestions.

MAIL 
148 Martine Avenue, 8th Floor 
White Plains, New York 10601

E-MAIL 
Smith@westchesterlegislators.com

FAX 
(914) 995-3884

TELEPHONE 
(914) 995-2847

LEGISLATIVE AIDE 
Anthony C. Amiano, (914) 995-6554  
axa4@westchestergov.com

Please know you are encouraged and welcome to 
attend our board and committee meetings at the 
Westchester County Office Building.

Dear Neighbor,

I am pleased to report that the Board of  Legislators passed 
a fiscally responsible budget for 2015 that keeps the County tax levy 
flat, does not raid the County’s reserve funds, and increases funding 
for numerous social safety net programs. In addition, there will be 
no layoffs under the approved spending plan.

I thank the many of  you who reached out to my office with 
comments and suggestions. The budget was a result of  bipartisan 
cooperation among the various parties involved, and your feed-
back was critical in this process. The final agreement is grounded 
in maintaining essential services, protecting the County’s favorable 
credit rating, and strengthening assistance opportunities for those 
in need, all while not increasing the tax levy. For the fifth time in as 
many years, the County tax levy will remain unchanged. 

Credit also goes to County Executive Rob Astorino for 
his efforts to efficiently manage the County’s resources throughout 
these trying economic times. For the 2016 budget, I will be proud 
to stand with him in not raising the tax levy for the sixth consecu-
tive year. 

Despite the many mandated bills from New York State 
(now accounting for 83 cents of  every property tax dollar collect-
ed), the 2015 Westchester County budget is able to provide some 
very important funding for our partners in the non-profit sector. 
Non-profits play an important role in our county, often providing 
services to some of  our neediest residents. 

Overall, I am pleased that many infrastructure needs across 
Westchester, including in our district, are being addressed. The 2015 
budget adds further support for the Department of  Public Works 
and Transportation to continue this effort, particularly after anoth-
er harsh winter this past year. The budget also sufficiently maintains 
our commitment to parks and public safety.

As always, if  I can be of  any assistance to you, please do 
not hesitate to contact my office. 

Wishing you a safe and happy summer.

Highlights of the 2015 Budget:

 ● The County tax levy remained flat for the fifth 
year, reserve funds were adequately maintained, 
and essential services were funded.

 ● Subsidized child care was funded at a 27% 
parent share, the same rate as the previous 
year. Child care additions totaled nearly 
$750,000.

 ● ArtsWestchester received $1.5 million. I am 
proud to be serving in my fourth year as a 
member of the ArtsWestchester Board.  

 ● The curator position at Cranberry Lake Preserve 
in North Castle was maintained.

 ● Hope’s Door, an organization located in 
Pleasantville, received nearly $33,000 for 
domestic violence case management services 
and teen violence education initiatives.

Legislator Michael Smith and  
Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino.
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Legislator Michael Smith teaches students from Wampus Elementary 
School in Armonk about county government during a Mock Legislature.



At the beginning of  last year, I was se-
lected to chair the Committee on Econom-
ic Development & Capital Projects. Since 
then, I have looked to advance important 
projects while ensuring that the Legislature 
does its necessary due diligence to prevent 
wasteful spending. 

The funds appropriated to this point 
have ensured that County roadways can 
be paved, bridges can be repaired or re-
placed, and important jobs can be created 
right here in our communities. I have also 
worked closely with my fellow members 
of  the Infrastructure and Budget & Ap-
propriations committees to advocate for 
the needs of  our district. I look forward to 
building upon this progress in the months 
to come. 

Pictured: Sections of  Columbus Avenue in Mount 
Pleasant were recently repaved with funding passed by 
the Board of  Legislators.

www.westchesterlegislators.comLegislator Smith’s Summer 2015 Newsletter2 3

Westchester Park 
Passes Available

Westchester County parks are open 
year-round, and with the season for golf, 
hiking, biking, swimming and nature walks 
underway, now is the perfect time to get a 
Westchester County Park Pass—your key 
to 18,000 acres of  parkland and more than 
50 recreational areas.

An individual, three-year Park Pass 
costs $75. Westchester residents 12 years 
and older are eligible. If  you are a senior 
citizen (age 60 or older) or disabled, your 
pass is valid for six years. Resident park 
passes are available year-round at a variety 
of  locations throughout the county. 

Park Passes are not needed at Kensico 
Dam Plaza in Valhalla or Cranberry Lake 
Preserve in North Castle. At Cranberry 
Lake, however, be sure to check out the 
various educational programs available for 
different age groups. County parks such as 
these are tremendous assets for our com-
munity.

For more information, please visit: 
http://parks.westchestergov.com/.

Westchester Knicks 
Ink Deal to Play 
at County Center, 
Enjoy Successful 
First Season

In 2014, the Madison Square 
Garden Company (MSG) an-
nounced that it would bring the 
New York Knicks-affiliated Na-
tional Basketball Association (NBA) 
Development League team to the 
Westchester County Center. The 
first season was a tremendous suc-
cess. The agreement is a five-year li-
censing deal with an option for MSG 
to renew for a second five years, and 
carries no risk for taxpayers. The 
economic development opportuni-
ties are extraordinary, especially as 
attendance and revenues from park-
ing, tickets, food, merchandise, and 
advertising sales grow. It is also a 
great chance to watch a competitive, 
professional-level basketball game 
locally without spending a fortune. 
The 2015/2016 schedule will be 
released this fall. For more infor-
mation, please visit: www.westchester-
knicks.com. 

Picture Above: Legislator Michael Smith at-
tends a Westchester Knicks game during their 
first season at the County Center in White 
Plains.

Recognizing Community Service
Our community is blessed with many dedicated people 

and groups who help to improve the lives of  others. I am 
continually impressed by the selflessness and initiative of  
these individuals.

In just one recent example, I first read about the ef-
forts of  Pleasantville student Devin Juros in June 2014. 
Devin spearheaded the idea behind Pleasantville Commu-
nity Garden (www.pvillegarden.org), which looks to feed 
the hungry with fresh produce. I had the opportunity to 
meet and thank Devin for his efforts earlier this year on 
Pleasantville Day (May 16).

It is in this same spirit that I am announcing the new “District 3 Distinguished Service 
Award” for those who go above and beyond in making meaningful contributions to our 
community. A nominating process will be laid out later this year and the award will be open 

to any member of  the community 
who has performed extraordinary 
volunteer service activities. Addi-
tional information will be sent via 
email. You can subscribe to my 
legislative email updates at www.
westchesterlegislators.com/subscribe-to-
updates (select District 3). 

Pictured: Legislator Michael Smith speaks 
with Devin Juros of  Pleasantville Commu-
nity Garden.

• All county-owned parks, pools, and beaches where a Park Pass is required. 
For swimming, the Pass admits the holder plus two adult guests and children 
under 12.

• The six all-weather tennis courts at Tibbetts Brook Park in Yonkers.
• The boat launch at Glen Island Park.

• Golf at all six county-owned courses for the Park Pass holder only. Guests of 
Pass holders pay the full rate, and junior golfers pay junior rates and must be 
accompanied by an adult Park Pass holder.

• Parking – Where parking is charged, Park Pass holders pay reduced rates, 
except at Playland and the Westchester County Center.
-  At Kingsland Point Park in Sleepy Hollow, for example, parking is $5 with a 
Park Pass/Sleepy Hollow residents; $10 without a Park Pass.

• Camping; boat launching at George’s Island Park; and at the Sportsman Cen-
ter (Blue Mountain Reservation) in Cortlandt.

• Tuition for the Westchester Summer Music Center, a six-week music instruc-
tional program for children entering grades 3 through 12.

Committee Update

Unlock the fun to:

◄ Legislator Michael 
Smith attends the POW/
MIA monument dedication 
ceremony at Mount 
Pleasant Town Hall.

◄ Legislator Michael 
Smith visits the 
Clinton Street Center 
in Pleasantville. ▼

DISTRICT PHOTOS

You will also enjoy a treasure trove  
of discounts to:


