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Jacqueline Kapaj-Vieira, Founder and Executive Director of the Albanian American
Educators Association, has been a teacher, professional developer, and school
administrator for more than three decades. A first-generation Albanian American, she
is deeply committed to preserving and celebrating the cultural values passed down
by her immigrant parents while fostering academic excellence and lifelong learning.
Jacqueline’s career is defined by collaboration—partnering with educators, families,
and community leaders to design professional development, strengthen classrooms,
and expand access to meaningful learning opportunities.

Recognizing the need for an organized network to support Albanian-American
educators and students, Jacqueline founded the Albanian American Educators
Association (AAEA) in 2015. Under her leadership, the AAEA advances cultural
preservation, professional growth, scholarships, and community outreach—programs
that bridge generations and strengthen the Albanian diaspora’s ties to education at
all stages of life.

Known for her thoughtful leadership and hands-on advocacy, Jacqueline champions
initiatives that enrich the connection between academic achievement and heritage.
Proud of her Albanian heritage, Jacqueline’s work aims to preserve the values and
traditions of the Albanian culture that her parents imparted to her. Jacqueline’s work
with the AAEA aims to promote the advancement of Aloanian immigrants, particularly
Albanian American youth—the future leaders of their community.

Born in Shkodra, Albania, Edi Dedi grew up surrounded by rich traditions of hospitality,
family, and community. These early influences shaped his belief that sharing a meal is
an act of respect and love. His education at a Jesuit school in Italy instilled discipline,
reflection, and a lifelong commitment to service—values that complemented his
Albanian roots.

In 1998, Edi immigrated to the United States with courage and determination. He
attended Fordham University and earned a degree in Business Administration. While
studying, he began working in hospitality, quickly earning a reputation for leadership
and dedication. His vision came to life as part of the founding team at Zuppa
Restaurant & Lounge in Yonkers, a cornerstone of the city’s riverfront revival. He later
helped establish Mima Vinoteca in Irvington and Tramonto in Hawthorne; both blend
Italian culinary excellence with Albanian warmth.

Beyond the restaurant world, Edi has served for more than 15 years as a teacher in
Yonkers Public Schools where he co-created the district’s Culinary and Hospitality
Program. Through his work, Edi continues to honor his heritage and inspire future
generations to pursue hospitality as a profession and a calling.
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