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COMMISSIONER WADE HARDY is the first African American department
commissioner in City of White Plains history. A distinguished public servant with a
career spanning nearly four decades, he has built a reputation as a transformational
leader dedicated to forging strong bonds between the community and law enforcement.
In his new role as Public Safety Commissioner, he oversees Police, Fire, EMS, and 911
operations.

A former lieutenant with the White Plains Police Department, Commissioner Hardy led
the Community Services Division. His work included supporting at-risk youth,
improving conditions in public housing, and collaborating with community leaders.
Earlier in his career, he served as a detective and detective sergeant, leading major
investigations and specialized units. During a three-year assignment with the Drug
Enforcement Agency, he earned recognition for record-setting drug and asset seizures.

Commissioner Hardy then spent 12 years in corporate security leadership at Con Edison.
He returned to public service in 2021 as Deputy Chief Criminal Investigator for the
Westchester County District Attorney’s Office.

Commissioner Hardy serves on the board of the White Plains Youth Bureau and is a
servant leader for numerous professional and community organizations, including White
Plains Little League softball, for which he coached a team to three consecutive district
championships. He holds degrees from Manhattan University and the University of New
Haven and is a graduate of the FBI National Academy. He and his wife are proud parents
and grandparents.

LIEUTENANT KHALIA M. CARTER is a devoted law enforcement leader whose career
reflects a strong commitment to public service, community partnership, and professional
excellence. She began in law enforcement with the New York State Office of Mental
Health, then joined the Peekskill Police Department. In 2019, she earned promotion to
sergeant and this very night is being promoted to lieutenant—the first African American
to attain that rank in Peekskill Police Department’s 177-year history. 

As Commanding Officer of the Community Policing Unit, Lt. Carter emphasizes
community engagement and transparency initiatives that build trust between the
department and Peekskill residents. Lt. Carter also oversees the Administrative Division,
serving as grants administrator and working with the Chief of Police on fiscal planning
and operational strategy.

Throughout her career, Lt. Carter has contributed to the development of the K-9 Unit,
domestic violence prevention efforts, traffic safety, child passenger safety, and records
management improvements. 

Lt. Carter holds a Master of Public Administration degree from John Jay College of
Criminal Justice, where she was inducted into the Pi Alpha Alpha National Honor
Society; a Bachelor of Business Administration degree from Monroe College; and an
associate degree from SUNY Rockland Community College. She is a graduate of the
International Association of Chiefs of Police Women’s Leadership Institute.
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