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Dear Neighbor,

I am extremely fortunate to serve the resi-
dents of  Westchester County’s 15th Legislative 
District, representing portions of  Yonkers and 
all of  Bronxville. 

As a lifelong resident of  Westchester 
County, I am proud to serve in an attempt to 
help enhance the quality of  life for the resi-
dents of  this District.     

As the Minority Whip serving on the im-
portant committees of  Legislation, Public 
Safety, Federal & State Affairs and Law I have 
the unique opportunity to bring my experience 
to county government. 

As always, I welcome the opportunity to 
hear from you and encourage you to contact 
my office by phone at (914) 995-2830 or by 
email at burrows@legislators.com if  I may be 
of  assistance.

  All the best,

I had the pleasure of  
visiting with several of  our 
senior citizens over this past 
year, most recently I visited 
with our Bronxville seniors. 
The Bronxville seniors meet 
for various weekly events 
organized by the Director 
of  the Bronxville Seniors, 
Karla Diserens. The current 
membership is 334 members 
and growing.  Karla does an 
extraordinary job continuing 
to develop new programs for 
seniors to participate in and 
enjoy. The exercise program 
is amazing and really keeps 

everyone moving. I really enjoyed meeting with everyone hearing 
suggestions and answering questions. I commend Karla for her 
hard work and commitment to the Bronxville seniors. If  you would 
like information regarding the Bronxville Senior Program please 
contact Karla Diserens at 914-793-2222 office, 914-844-5120 cell, 
bronxvilleseniorcitizens@gmail.com ■

Board of Legislators Pass Playland Management Agreement
On June 15, 2015, the Westchester 

County Board of  Legislators (BOL) 
unanimously passed legislation autho-
rizing the County Executive to enter 
into a 15- year Management Agree-
ment with Standard Amusements, LLC 
to operate Playland Amusement Park. 
With the passage of  the agreement, 
Standard Amusements will now begin 
co-managing Playland with the County 
for the remainder of  the 2015 season. 
Following the co-management period, 
Standard has until October 31, 2015 to 
finalize the deal.

The BOL performed its review 
and discussion process through two 
committees, the Labor, Parks, Plan-
ning and Housing Committee   and the 
Budget and Appropriations Commit-
tee.  To accommodate the co-manage-
ment period for the 2015 season, the 
BOL completed a very comprehensive 
review process in just 60 days.

During the review and discussion 
process, Legislators sought clarifica-
tions and commitments from Stan-
dard and the Astorino administration 
on certain aspects of  the plan. The 
BOL, the County Executive and Stan-
dard signed a Memorandum of  Under-
standing (MOU), which was passed as a 
resolution to memorialize those nego-
tiated commitments. Among the issues 
addressed in the MOU are job security 
for Playland employees, financial and 

attendance reporting to the BOL from 
Standard, prioritization of  the county’s 
capital project plans for Playland, and 
a declaration that Standard would not 
undertake the construction of  athletic 
fields.

Following the vote, County Ex-

ecutive Rob Astorino said, “This deal 
meets our three goals for preserving 
Playland by reversing the losses for tax-
payers, putting the park in the hands of  
a top-flight operator, and revitalizing  
Playland as a must-visit destination for 
families for years to come.” ■



www.westchesterlegislators.comLegislator Burrows’ Summer 2015 Newsletter2 3

Property Tax Relief 
& Rent Benefits for 
Seniors 
Yonkers expands exemption 
for Veterans 
Yonkers enacted a local law to in-
clude school taxes in the Alterna-
tive Veterans Exemption, so now 
veterans can qualify for the full 
benefit. 

rent Benefits for Yonkers 
seniors 
Yonkers expanded the rent ben-
efit program to help more seniors 
afford to stay in their homes, dou-
bling the income threshold to 
qualify for the expanded Senior 
Citizen Rent Increase Exemption.

propertY tax exemptions 
• Enhanced STAR can save you 
up to $2,277 for the upcoming 
2015-2016 School Year 

– You can qualify for Enhanced 
STAR if  your annual income 
does not exceed $83,300 
– Don’t Forget: You must re-
apply for Enhanced STAR ev-
ery year 

• The Senior Citizens Exemption 
can reduce your property tax bill 
up to 50% annually 
• The Exemption for Persons with 
Disabilities can reduce your prop-
erty tax bill up to 50% annually 
• The Alternative Veterans Ex-
emption is available to veterans 
who served during a time of  war 
or received an expeditionary medal
• The Cold War Veterans Exemp-
tion is available to veterans who 
served during the Cold War (Sep-
tember 2, 1945 to December 26, 1991)
Property tax exemptions should 
be applied for by September 15 
of  each year (the deadline to apply is 
October 15). ■

MOVIES AT DUSK
DATE MOVIE LOCATION

July 8th A Night at the Museum (PG) City Hall 

July 15th Strange Magic (PG) Conor Park

July 22nd Cars (G) Fleming Field

July 29th The Lego Movie (PG) Kingsley Park

August 5th Big Hero 6 (PG) Smith Park

August 12th Brave (PG) Bregano Field

August 19th Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, 
No Good, Very Bad Day (PG) Schultz Field

MUSIC AT 7 PM
DATE GENRE LOCATION

July 9th Big Band/Swing Andrus Field

July 16th Funk/Jazz Lennon Park

July 23rd Jazz/R&B Trevor Park

July 30th Irish/Country/Rock/Pop Coyne Park

August 6th Latin/Jazz Sullivan’s Oval

August 13th Music from the 60’s/70’s/80’s Richter Field

August 20th R&B/Soul Cerrato Park

August 26th Beach Blanket Bingo  
with Music from the 50’s & 60’s Skating Rink

August 27th Pop/Dance Redmond Field

Family Friendly Movie & Concert Schedule

It is a great time of  year to enjoy 
the beauty of  the majestic Hudson 
River.  Over the years, my colleagues 
in local government and partners 
within our community have worked 
to enhance access to the Hudson 
River and increase awareness of  its 
environmental importance. 

Now is one of  the best times to 
enjoy all that the river has to offer.  
Visit the Yonkers Paddling and Rowing 
Club, a 501C3 all volunteer run not-for-

Simone Development Companies 
began their innovative redevelopment 
project that will transform the former 
Boyce Thompson Institute property 
in Northwest Yonkers into a modern 
85,000-square-foot mixed-used complex. 

Located at the intersection of  North 
Broadway and Executive Boulevard, the 
new Boyce Thompson Center will in-
clude state-of-the-art office space for 
business and medical use on the upper 
floor of  the building with the front and 
rear grade levels housing medical offices, 
retail stores, banking and two restaurants. 

The historic Boyce Thompson 
building, which was built in the 1920s, 
will be restored to its original character 
using materials to match or offset the 
period architecture. The 6.5-acre site was 
once the home of  the Boyce Thompson 
Institute, a horticulture research center 
which moved to Cornell University in 
the 1970s. The property has remained 
abandoned for some 40 years with the 

Boyce Thompson Institute Redevelopment Project

main building and greenhouses falling 
into disrepair.

Simone’s plan includes construc-
tion of  a new 18,000-square-foot ad-
dition that will be attached at the south 
end of  the building to resemble the ex-
isting 52,000-square- foot structure. A 
glass “greenhouse” will connect the new 
building with the existing building and 
will house an information gallery honor-
ing the Boyce Thompson legacy. 

A dramatic two-level 15,000-square-
foot, freestanding glass and aluminum 
building will be built at the corner of  Ex-
ecutive Boulevard and Executive Plaza 
for either business or medical use. Park-
ing areas will be paved, landscaped and il-
luminated using state-of-the-art materials 
selected to complement the architecture.

The $35 million project is expected 
to require 20 months including renova-
tion of  the existing structure, the addi-
tion to the Boyce Thompson building 
and the new glass building. ■

Enjoy FREE Kayaking on the Hudson at  
JFK Marina Through August 27

profit organization, for free kayaking at 
JFK Marina in Yonkers, on Thursday’s 
from June 18 through August 27 from 
4pm to 7pm.

The Yonkers Paddling and Rowing 
Club will provide all the equipment 
including single and double sit-on-top 
kayaks, life Jackets and paddles.  They 
also provide safety- trained volunteers 
on and off  the water to ensure that 
every participant is safe and has a 
rewarding experience. ■

Our Future Leaders

The Mock Legislation Pro-
gram is offered to all students 
in Westchester County from 
grades five through eight. Dur-
ing a mock legislative session, 
students will take on different 
roles as  legislators, members of  
the press, and involved citizens. 
After the governmental process 
is explained, the students, are 
given an agenda with four top-
ics. The “legislators-for-a-day” 
then debate these topics in the 
Board’s legislative chambers and 
cast votes while the “citizens” 
and “press” members can ask 
questions. The activity, which 
lasts approximately two hours, 
takes place at the County Office 
Building in White Plains, locat-
ed at 148 Martine Avenue (8th 
Floor). Myself  or my Legislative 
Aide will moderate the event. 
The program can be scheduled 
from Wednesday through Friday.

Please share this program 
with your children’s school and 
have them contact my office 
914-995-2830 or email me at 
gab6@westchestergov.com to 
make arrangements to have your 
child participate in this great op-
portunity. ■


